
 

MINUTES OF THE RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY WORKING PARTY 
HELD ON 

 
13 June 2019 7.30pm - 7.55pm 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Committee Members 
Councillor Lanie Shears (Chair) 
Nishall Garala 
Neela Hibbert 

 
Officer 
Simon Hill, Head of Governance 
Adam Rees, Governance Support Officer 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Jodi Dunne, Martin 
Harris, Ai Woon Paramaisvan, Irit Shillor and Alison Taylor.  
 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
Agreed. 
 

3. TERMS OF REFERENCE  
 
Noted. 
 

4. POTENTIAL IDEAS FOR PROMOTING RELIGIOUS EQUALITY  
 
It was agreed that points and suggestions made at the meeting would be 
circulated to the other members of the Working Party for comment. 
 

i) Question and answer panel streamed via social media 
 

It was suggested that the stream begins with pre-determined 
questions before being opened up to viewers. Nishall would put 
together a list of questions for initial discussion. 
 
Simon Hill would speak to Communications about how the Council 
could support and host the stream. 

 
ii) Inter-faith event 

 
The event could coincide with the Inter Faith Week from 10 to 17 
November, however it was accepted that other events such as the 
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Remembrance Service meant organising the event during that 
week could be challenging. 
 
The format could involve different faith groups being given five 
minutes each to speak about their faith. Dance groups and choirs 
could be invited. The Chair of the Council would be asked to host 
the event. 

 
iii) Walking float at Harlow Carnival 

 
It was no longer possible to have a float at this years’ carnival. 
Preparations could begin on co-ordinating a float for next years’ 
event. 

 
iv) Joint school visits 

 
It was suggested that two faith leaders would go to each school. 
Christine Howard would be asked if the Youth Council could 
develop a list of themes and topics for discussion and these would 
be brought back to the Working Party. 

 
v) Calendar 

 
Simon Hill would speak to Communications about including 
religious events on the Council’s calendar. The possibility of 
promoting events put on by faith groups would be looked at. 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS TO CABINET  

 
A report would be taken to the Cabinet meeting on 12 September 
providing an update on the work that had been carried out by the Working 
Party and its recommendations so far. 
 

6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
A meeting would be arranged for a date after the Cabinet meeting on 12 
September. 
 

 




